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Abstract A new Yunnanese species of the genus Micropeplus is described and 
illustrated under the name of M. rougemonti, from Ruili (Juili) in Yunnan Province, 
Southwest China. 


Only two species belonging to the genus Micropeplus have hitherto been reported 
from China by Watanabe and Luo (1991, pp. 93, 94) based on the specimens obtained 
on the Tian-mu Mountains in Zhejiang Province, East China. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. G. de Rougemont, London, I have recently had 
an opportunity to examine an interesting species of the genus Micropeplus obtained 
by himself at Ruili (Juili) in Yunnan Province, Southwest China. It seems to belong 
to the group of M. porcatus for the reason of having five keels on each elytron and 
very coarse punctures on the interspaces of keels. After a careful examination, however, 
it has become clear that the species is new to science because of disagreement with 
the known congeners in the surface sculpture of head and configuration of the male 
genital organ. It will be described and illustrated in the present paper. The holotype 
and four paratypes of the new species to be described are deposited in G. de 
Rougemont’s private collection, the allotype and four paratypes in the collection of 
the Laboratory of Entomology, Tokyo University of Agriculture, and the remaining 
one paratype in the collection of the Academia Sinica, Beijing, China. 

Before going further, I wish to express my hearty thanks to Mr. Guillaume de 
Rougemont, London, for his kindness in giving me the opportunity of studying on 
the interesting species. Deep gratitude is also due to Visiting Professor Shun-Ichi Ueno, 
Tokyo University of Agriculture, and Mr. Yasutoshi Shibata, Machida, for their kind 
advice on the present study. 


Micropeplus rougemonti Y. Watanabe, sp. nov. 

(Figs. 1-6) 

Body length: 1.8-1.9 mm (from front margin of head to anal end); 1.1-1.2 mm 
(from front margin of head to elytral apices). 

Body broad oval and convex. Colour reddish brown to blackish brown, shining, 
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except for head and pronotum subopaque, with mouth parts, antennae and legs 
yellowish, both sides of pronotum and apical parts of elytra yellowish brown. 

Male. Head subtriangular and considerably broader across compound eyes than 
long (width/length = 1.73); clypeo-frontal part produced forwards, rounded and dis¬ 
tinctly reflexed in anterior margin, surface depressed above and impunctate, though 
covered all over with coriaceous ground sculpture; lateral sides feebly arcuate though 
slightly emarginate behind the middle and distinctly bordered, anterior margin 
semicircularly emarginate and finely bordered; surface uneven, impunctate, though 
covered with similar ground sculpture to that on clypeo-frontal part, somewhat 
depressed in frontal area and deeply foveolate on each side of middle just before the 
base, provided with a pair of distinct carinae, each of which is two-forked in posterior 
half; compound eyes somewhat prominent and coarsely faceted. Antennae short, 
usually receding onto the underside of pronotum for their reception, all the segments 
polished except for setose apical part of apicalmost segment; 1 st enlarged and dilated 
apicad, a little longer than broad (length/width = 1.25), 2nd abruptly narrowed 
apicad, somewhat longer than broad (length/width = 1.33), though a little shorter 
(2nd/lst = 0.80) and narrower (2nd/lst = 0.75) than 1st, 3rd and 4th equal in both 
length and width to each other, each elongate, more than 2.5 times as long as broad, 
5th oblong and twice as long as broad, as broad as but somewhat shorter (5th/4th = 0.75) 
than 4th, 6th about 1.5 times as long as broad, as broad as but apparently shorter 
(6th/5th = 0.77) than 5th, 7th as long as broad, a little shorter (7th/6th = 0.87) but 
somewhat broader (7th/6th= 1.33) than 6th, 8th distinctly transverse (width/ 
length = 1.67), a little shorter (8th/7th = 0.75) but somewhat broader (8th/9th= 1.25) 
than 7th, apicalmost globular and largest, slightly longer than broad (length/ 
width = 1.17), much longer (apicalmost/8th = 4.67) than and nearly 2.5 times as broad 
as 8th, narrowly rounded at the apex, which is setigerous. 

Pronotum convex medially and subtrapezoidal, strongly transverse (width/ 
length = 2.34) and considerably broader than head (pronotum/head = 1.79), widest at 
base, abruptly narrowed anteriad in anterior half though slightly or hardly narrowed 
posteriad in posterior half, lateral margin almost straight in anterior half though 
slightly arcuate or nearly straight in posterior half, anterior margin broadly and 
shallowly emarginate, posterior margin bisinuate, somewhat produced backwards and 
broadly rounded at middle; anterior angles bluntly rounded and somewhat produced 
forwards, posterior ones nearly rectangular; lateral parts each distinctly and somewhat 
broadly explanate, provided with a shallow depression before and behind the middle, 
respectively, surface of this part impunctate, though uniformly coriaceous as on head; 
median part provided with six cells enclosed by costae, three in anterior half and the 
remaining three in posterior half, surface of each cell distinctly depressed and covered 
with coriaceous ground sculpture as on lateral parts. Scutellum relatively large and 
subtriangular, covered with fine coriaceous ground sculpture on the surface. Elytra 
subquadrate and elevated medially, apparently transverse (width/length = 1.38) and 
distinctly longer (elytra/pronotum = 1.72) than but almost as broad as pronotum, 
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Fig. 1. Micropeplus rougemonti Y. Watanabe, sp. nov., from Ruili (Juili) in Yunnan Prov., 
Southwest China. Scale: 0.5 mm. 

slightly dilated apicad, abruptly and transversely depressed in apical fourth along 
posterior margin; each elytron provided with five longitudinal keels, one sutural, three 
discal and one humeral, inner three keels each extending through the whole length, 
fourth keel abbreviated at posterior fourth; interspace of the keels with irregular 
longitudinal rows of large and somewhat contiguous punctures, 1st and 2nd interspaces 
each with two or three rows, 3rd with three rows in basal half but two rows in apical 
half; 4th with one row; epipleural keel strongly and arcuately raised, pseudepipleural 
keel present between epipleural and humeral keels, nearly straight and abbreviated in 
front, interspace between epipleural and pseudepipleural keels with two rows of 
punctures, which are irregularly arranged; interspace between humeral and 
pseudepipleural keels with a row of coarse punctures. 

Abdomen relatively short, gradually narrowed apicad; surface of each tergite im- 
punctate, though covered with coriaceous ground sculpture, basal four visible tergites 
each transversely depressed in basal half and provided with three strong longitudinal 
keels which are nearly parallel and equidistant; 1st visible sternite provided with a 
pair of longitudinal keels at the middle and evidently transversely depressed between 
these keels, visible 2nd to 4th sternites each with four longitudinal keels on each lateral 
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Figs. 2-3. Male secondary sexual characters of Micropeplus rougemonti Y. Watanabe, sp. nov.; 
last three abdominal sternites (2), metatibia (3). Scale: 0.2mm. 



Figs. 4-6. Male genitalia of Micropeplus rougemonti Y. Watanabe, sp. nov.; ventral view (4), 
lateral view (5),' and.dorsal view (6). Scale: 0.2mm. 

side, the outermost keel extending throughout and much longer than the inner three 
ones, which are abbreviated in posterior half; preapical sternite shallowly emarginate 
at the middle of posterior margin, provided with a vague arcuate carina in front of 
the emargination and somewhat depressed on the space between semicircular carina 
and emargination; preceding sternite broadly semicircularly emarginate at the middle 
of posterior margin. Legs relatively short, metatibia slightly emarginate in posterior 
third of inner side. 

Genital organ elongate and symmetrical. Median lobe elongate, gradually tapered 
towards the apex which is narrowly rounded, strongly curved ventrad in posterior 
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half as seen from lateral side; parameres slender and fused with median lobe, slightly 
shorter than median lobe, each provided with two very fine setae at the apical part. 

Female. Similar in general appearance to the male, though differing from the 
latter in lacking the emargination of abdominal preapical sternite and simple metatibia. 

Type series. Holotype: allotype: $, Ruili (Juili), Yunnan Prov., Southwest 

China, 4—11—1993, G. de Rougemont leg. Paratypes: 8^, 2$?, same data as for the 
holotype. 

Distribution. Southwest China (Yunnan Prov.). 

Notes. The present new species belongs to the group of M. porcatus in having 
five keels on each elytron and very coarse punctures on the interspaces between the 
keels, but it differs from the congeners in the ground sculpture on the upper surface 
of head and configuration of male genitalia. 

The specific name of this new species is given after Mr. Guillaume de Rougemont, 
London, who offered his interesting specimens to me for study. 
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